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This project was a cross disciplinary collaborative exhibition between BA Fashion Promotion and Communication and MA Fashion students at Kingston University,
 presented at Dorich House Museum.  We were given access to MA designers’ collections to work with for both exhibition display and image-making, 
including photography, styling, and moving image.

Working within the theme Absence / Presence, the project explored what remains when colour is removed, and how black and white can shape mood, narrative, 
and visual perception. Our group developed the concept In Parallel: Between the Liminal, focusing on transitional states and the space between presence and absence.

As part of the Photography & Styling team, I worked within the video group, where I was responsible for creating the video content for the exhibition.

Absence / Presence examines the tension between visibility and obscurity, exploring how meaning can emerge through reduction rather than addition. 
By removing colour, attention is redirected towards contrast, texture, and the relationship between light and shadow.

The concept considers how presence is not always defined by what is fully visible, but can exist within fragments, transitions, and in between states.
Black and white becomes a visual language that emphasises subtle shifts, allowing atmosphere and emotion to unfold through restraint.
Through this approach, the exhibition invites the viewer to engage more slowly, noticing what is often overlooked, and experiencing how absence can hold 
as much weight as presence.







Personal Creative Vision

Research Notes:
Atmosphere over spectacle and narrative

Slow-paced storytelling as a response to visual overload
Emotional presence over visibility

Interest in ambiguity, observation, and viewer interpretation
Exploration of feeling beyond materialism and consumption

Visual Approach:
Minimal movement and carefully constructed compositions

Use of stillness, gaze, and body language to communicate emotion
Soft focus, immersive imagery, and cinematic pacing
Attention to rhythm, silence, and emotional restraint

Images designed to be experienced rather than consumed

Creative Intention:
To create work that lingers beyond the moment

To encourage reflection rather than immediate reaction
To communicate emotion through atmosphere rather than explanation

To explore intimacy, distance, tension, and human connection
To merge fashion communication with cinematic storytelling

This philosophy informs my wider creative practice, where emotion, atmosphere, 
and time become more valuable than speed, visibility, and constant output.

These images/work reflect the recurring themes within my practice: 
atmosphere, emotional presence, observation, and slow-paced visual storytelling.
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View film
Link

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1765gaWyocSn8pvz79mGY3zML-Vy2djDM?usp=sharing








Black-and-white grading
4:3 aspect ratio

Film grain texture
Scratches, noise, and subtle imperfections

Reduced sharpness
Increased highlights and softened mid-tones

Adobe Premiere Pro, Adobe After Effects, Cap Cut

Refining pacing, contrast, and atmosphere
Cinematic and controlled visual language

and contemporary filmmakers exploring atmospheric and ambiguous storytelling
Refined through multiple edits

Focus on authenticity over imitation
Minimal narrative and ambiguity

Emotional tension through gaze, movement, and duration

- Does the film feel authentic, or does it appear as an imitation?





Film Credits

Directed, Edited & Created by
Malin Elisabeth Olsen

Russian Room ( film 3) 
Hair & Makeup: Morgan Powers

Actors: Dallas Hunter & Dennis French
Male Garment Design: Xintimg Yu

Female Garment Design: Amalia Nolan
Stylists: Abi Kohler, Masha Kulecha, Unidus Lu

 
Living Room & Bathroom ( film 1 & 2 )

Makeup: Lily Perkins
Hair: Cecilia Mcaloon Wolff

Actors: Dallas Hunter & Dennis French
Stylist: Abi Kohler

Living Room Garments:
Female Garment Design: Jiawei Xue
Male Garment Design: Xintimg Yu

Bathroom Garment:
Female Garment Design: Ping-Shiuan Huang

Male Garment Design: Xintimg Yu




